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 DIRECTOR OF PARISH LIFE               MAY 04, 2025 

Pope Benedict XVI wrote in his encyclical God is Love, that “Being Christian is not the result 
of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives  
life a new horizon and a decisive direction.” (no. 1) Nothing illustrates this more than the   
story of the early church detailed in the Book of Acts. The Book begins with the Ascension  
of Jesus (40 days after his Resurrection) in which he again promises the Holy Spirit. Shortly 
thereafter, we learn that the early church–under the direction of Peter–chooses a new    
Apostle, Matthias, to take Judas’ place. Then we find that Jesus’ disciples remain in Jerusa-
lem, in obedience to Our Lord’s final command. Also in obedience to Our Lord, they engage 
in a nine-day-period of intense prayer as they await the outpouring of the promised Holy 
Spirit. This event changes them; it changes everything. They are filled with the Gifts of the 
Holy Spirit and power from on High. They are made new just as we have been made new.  
 
We must look at this story with fresh eyes. There is no evidence that the Apostles knew that 
the Spirit would show up in nine days. In fact, they did not know when or how he would make 
himself known. We can imagine, with all that had taken place over the previous forty days, 
how much their trust must have been tested. We human beings–especially nowadays–hate 
to wait. The small community of believers might have been tempted to think that they were 
wasting time, that they weren’t doing anything productive. They had the memory of Jesus 
and the remarkable things they had seen and heard since they had been called; they had 
each other; and they had the promise of the now Ascended Lord. I sometimes wonder if eve-
ryone remained in that upper room. I wonder if I would have stayed. Would I have been im-
patient with the Lord and left by day four or five and missed out on this gift of the Holy Spirit? 
How long can God ask someone to wait for him? God is never late. He always shows up at 
exactly the right moment. 
 
The Power which the Apostles received serves a purpose, then and now: to witness to the 
fact of Jesus’ Resurrection (Acts 1:22) and his saving power. The Apostles knew their      
mission, but they certainly did not know from day-to-day what God would accomplish or who 
he would put in their path. The stakes for them were also, dare I say, much higher than they 
are for us today. For example, today’s first reading depicts the Apostles’ arrest and bold 
proclamation of the Gospel to the Sanhedrin, the very group of men who had put Jesus to 
death a few weeks earlier. I do not have any such threat to my life today (though many, 
many Christians throughout the world do). Do I hide my faith because I’m afraid–not of losing 
my life–but of losing some opinion of my family, friends, neighbors, co-workers, or even a 
stranger? How can I proclaim Christ when I’m nervous to make the sign of the cross in public 
or pray for God’s blessing on my meal at a restaurant or in the cafeteria at work or school? 
Do I limit the power of the Holy Spirit when I give in to that fear?  
 
The lessons offered to us in the Book of Acts are not history lessons, at least not primarily. 
They are a powerful testimony to the work of the Holy Spirit–the Spirit of Christ–who works in 
the church today. He is at work in the sacraments, the Scriptures, and the hearts and minds 
of all believers. He is given to us for the sake of our mission. We too must be convinced of 
our mission and boldly proclaim Christ in word and deed. We must trust that Christ has in-
deed anointed us for our mission to family, friends, co-workers, and people we have not yet 
met. And we must dedicate ourselves to prayer so that we can “activate” that power, that 
grace of God in our daily lives.  
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CCelebratingg 
ALLL OFF OURR 

FIRSTT COMMUNICANTS! 

WELCOME  TO OUR PARISH FAMILY!

“So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God, through faith, for all you who were baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with Christ” (Galatians 3:26-27)

St. Lucy’s
Lower Church 

Hall

NEWSS                   MAYY 04,, 2025 

HOSPITALITY/REFRESHMENTS
Please join us for refreshments 

Sunday, May 18th
St. Lucy Lower Church Hall 
following the 10:30am Mass

ALL ARE WELCOME!
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NEWS              MAYY 04,, 2025 

Are you-or someone you know-seeking 
peace after an abortion? Project 
Rachel Ministry extends a special 
invitation to women experiencing 
regret from a past abortion to attend a 
Come to the Waters of Healing one-

day retreat on Saturday, May 10 | 9am-5pm. For 
more information on retreats or other services, 
contact Project Rachel at 508-651-3100 or 
help@projectrachelboston.com.

“I had never heard about Project Rachel until I read the 
blurb in my parish bulletin. If it hadn’t been there, I 
shudder to think where I would be now. It’s not just a 
’blurb’, for me it was life changing. The retreat was an 
experience I will take with me for the rest of my life. I 
received back the grace of God within me and felt a true 
sense of peace and self-forgiveness.”

HELP US SPREAD THE WORD!

Beginning June 1st, we will celebrate Spanish 
masses at St. Monica Church

Sundays at 5:00pm

Fridays at 6:00pm

Following the Friday evening Mass, there 
will be Adoration and Confessions in Spanish.

ALL ARE WELCOME!

¡AYÚDANOS A CORRER LA VOZ!

A partir del 1 de junio, celebraremos 
misas en Español 

en la parroquia St. Monica:

Domingos a las 5:00pm

Viernes a las 6:00pm

Después de la Misa del viernes por la tarde, 
habrá adoración y confesiones en español.

¡TODOS SON BIENVENIDOS!

EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION & 
CONFESSIONS

Wednesdays 
6-7pm

St. Lucy Church

Saturdays
9:30am-2:30pm

Gethsemane Chapel 
ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 

SCRIPTURE CLASS
Please note that the Scripture Class 

scheduled for April and May has been 
cancelled. Classes will resume in the fall. 
We thank you for your understanding and 
look forward to gathering again later this 

year for study and fellowship.

Did you know that St. Monica's Sunday masses are 
available on cable TV? Replays are on Fridays at 

7:30 am and Sundays at 5 pm. Comcast 22 / FIOS 
33 & HD channel 2133. The mass streams at those 
same times on methuentv.org - Select Live Stream 

- "Community TV"

mailto:help@projectrachelboston.com
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NEWSS            MAYY 04,, 2025 

THEE JUBILEEE PRAYERR 
Father in heaven, may the faithh you have given us in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother, and the flame of charity
enkindled in our hearts by the Holy spirit, reawaken in us the blessed hopee for the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel. May those seeds transform from 
within both humanity and the whole cosmos in the sure expectation of a new heaven and a new earth, when, with 
the powers of Evil vanquished, your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us, Pilgrimss off Hope,, a yearning for the treasures of heaven.

May that same grace spread the joy and peace of our Redeemer throughout the earth. To you our God, eternally 
blessed, be glory and praise for ever. Amen.

PRAYERR TOO ST.. MICHAELL 
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, 

be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke him we humbly pray; 

and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of God, 
cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits 

who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

The Knights of Columbus will be leading the 
monthly Rosary for St. Monica School parents in 
the Chapel on Wednesdays, May 14 and June 4.

All parents of students are welcome to a end. 
Just stop in before picking up children from school. The 
Rosary will begin at 1:15pm. Rosary prayer cards will be 
provided. 

Come by and pray for your own personal inten ons!

DEVOTIONSS SCHEDULEE 
 

Tuesdayy eveningss 6-6:30pmm 
Rosary Prayer Group for Priests | Gethsemane Chapel  
all are welcome to attend

Wednesdayy morningss 9:30-11amm (ZOOM)) 
Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet & book discussion.  
Contact Bonnie Doherty at bonnieocds@gmail.com

EUCHARISTICC ADORATIONN 
Wednesdayss  6-7pmm St.. Lucyy Churchh 
 

Thursdayy eveningss 6-7pmm (ZOOM)) 
Rosary for world peace & individual intentions 
followed by Evening Prayer.   
Contact Bonnie Doherty at 
bonnieocds@gmail.com 

EUCHARISTICC ADORATIONN 
Saturdayss 9:30am-2:30pmm  
Gethsemanee Chapell 

mailto:bonnieocds@gmail.com
mailto:bonnieocds@gmail.com
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Yes, I CAN...We are in need of Mashed Potatoes, Cereal, 
Rice, Canned Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Soups, Boxed Spaghetti, 
Peanut Butter & Jelly. Donations can be dropped off 
anytime at the entrances to St. Lucy Church and the side 
door of Gethsemane Chapel  at St. Monica Church. 

             MAYY 04,, 2025 

PARISHH OFFICESS 
254 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA 01844
978.683.1193
www.methuencatholic.org
Hours:      Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri   9am - 1pm  

Closed Wed

METHUENN CATHOLICC 
THE PARISHES OF ST. MONICA AND ST. LUCY

CHAPELL off thee  IMMACULATEE CONCEPTIONN 
ST.. LUCYY CANDLEE SHRINEE 

Open Mon-Sat from 9am-5pm

GETHSEMANEE CHAPELL att ST.. MONICAA CHURCHH 
Open 7 days per week from 6am-7pm

St.. Vincentt de paull societyy 
978.686.9573

PASTORALL STAFFF 
 

Fr. Marcos Peña Administrator
frmarcosmethuen@gmail.com
Fr. Michael Harvey Parochial Vicar
Deacon John Kobrenski Permanent Deacon
Deacon John Pierce Senior Deacon
Kera Mansour Business Manager
methuencatholic@gmail.com
Karl Jackson Director of Parish Life
faithformation.stlm@gmail.com
Joseph Lundin                  Music Director
Christine Ryan Administrative Assistant
parishoffice.stlm@gmail.com

ST.. MONICAA SCHOOLL       SCHOOLL STAFF 
212 Lawrence Street, Methuen, MA 01844 Donna Henderson Principal
(978) 686 -1801 Ann Marie Collins      Administrative Assistant 
www.saintmonicaschoolmethuen.org ssmso ce@methuencatholic.orgg 

  MARRIAGESS  Please call the Parish Offices at least six months prior to the proposed wedding date and before 
booking  a reception hall.

BAPTISMSS  2nd Sunday of the month, 2:00pm at St. Monica's | 3rd Sunday of the month, 2:00pm at St. Lucy's
Please call the Parish Of ces at least 2 months in advance to schedule.

MASSS SCHEDULEE SAT 4 pm (VIGIL)  both parishes       CONFESSIONS
SUN 9 am & 12 pm St. Monica                  SAT 3-3:45pm at both parishes 

                                                 10:30 am St. Lucy       

MON/TUES/THURS/FRI  9 am St. Lucy 
            SATURDAY 9 am St. Monica

Aprill 200 -- Easterr -- clergyy benefitt 
St. Monica - $6,265.00         St. Lucy - $4,879.00

Weekly Offertory needed to sustain parish operations: St. Monica - $10,000 | St. Lucy - $6,000
Thank you for your continued generous contribution to the mission of our parishes.

BULLETINN DEADLINEE 
Mondays @ 10 am. Please email 
all bulletin notices to 
parisho ce.stlm@gmail.com. 

mailto:frmarcosmethuen@gmail.com
mailto:methuencatholic@gmail.com
mailto:faithformation.stlm@gmail.com
mailto:parishoffice.stlm@gmail.com
mailto:ce@methuencatholic.org
mailto:ce.stlm@gmail.com
www.methuencatholic.org
www.saintmonicaschoolmethuen.org
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 SONGS & READINGS             MAY 04, 2025 
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 SONGS & READINGS             MAY 04, 2025 
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 SONGS & READINGS            MAY 04, 2025 

OFFERTORY HYMN                       Beautiful is Your Love 

COMMUNION HYMN                                Taste and See 

How Can I Keep From Singing 
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SST. MONICA PARISH 
 

Saturday,   May 3 
9:00am  FIRST SATURDAY MASS 
 

4:00pm  For the Parishioners of 
    St. Lucy & St. Monica 
Sunday, May 4 
9:00am  Phillip & Jeanette Hamel 
    Richard Hamel 
    Charlie & Rose Hana n 
    Shirley Giuffrida 
    Deceased Members of  
    the DiNoto Family 
 

12:00pm  Theresa Witkos 
    Robert & Annette LaPiana 
    Fred J. & Jenny Bonaccorsi 
    Joseph F. Bonaccorsi 
    Roland & Eleanor Marchman 
Saturday,   May 10 
9:00am  Michael Mansour 
 

4:00pm  Alice Indoccio 
    Connie Zampelli 
    Ruth Cady 
    Mary Serpa 
    Ida Makovitch 
    Gloria Royer 
Sunday, May 11 
9:00am  For the Parishioners of 
    St. Lucy & St. Monica 
 

12:00pm  Rhonda & Jack Calligandes (living) 
    Mark Duncan (living) 
    Richard Duncan (living) 
    Valorie Duncan 
    Michael LaCroix (living) 

MASS & PRAYER INTENTIONS             MAY 04, 2025 

PRAYER CORNER 
Please pray for Russell R., Kristin M., John S., 
Michael B., Robert L., Victor T., Barbara S., Carolyn, 
Adrienne M., Terry, Chris C., Joy M., William T., 
Chris B., Kathy P., Jeff H., Phyllis T. & Patrice K. 
 

Please pray for those whose funerals we recently 
offered. May the souls of the faithful departed rest 
in peace. Amen.

DAY DATE PRIEST SEMINARIAN 

Sun 05/04/25 Fr. Joseph Scorzello Deacon Peter Jimenez 
PSJ23 Boston 

Mon 05/05/25 Fr. Richard Fitzgerald 
Deacon Louis  

Namugera  
PSJ23 Boston 

Tues 05/06/25 Fr. Fidel Anda-Gomez 
Br. Joseph-Teresa 

Steger  
OCD SJS 

Wed 05/07/25 Fr. John MacInnis David Bardales  
SJS Providence 

Thurs 05/08/25 Fr. John Delaney Alden Bronson  
SJS Boston 

Fri 05/09/25 Fr. Oscar Pra  Alexander DeTirado 
RMS Boston 

Sat 05/10/25 Fr. Anthony Cusack Joseph Jasinski  
SJS Boston 

PRAY FOR OUR PRIESTS 

ST. LUCY PARISH 
 

Saturday, May 3 
4:00pm  Sandra Bouchard 
  

Sunday, May 4 
10:30am  Francis Covey, Sr. 
    Francis Goff, Jr. & Family 
    Ann Marie Mears 
    Sandra Keefe 
    John Ford 
    Marie Underhill 
  

Monday, May 5 
9:00am  Jeffrey Clarke 
    

Tuesday, May 6 
9:00am  Joel Jackson 
 

Wednesday, May 7 
9:00am  David Abru (living) 
 

Thursday, May 8 
9:00am    Al o Greco & Greco Family 
 

Friday, May 9 
9:00am  Ann & Thomas Thornton 
 

Saturday, May 10 
4:00pm  William G. Klier 
  

Sunday, May 11 
10:30am  Deceased Members of the BVM Sodality 
    Charles Rimas 
    Carmela DiDonato 
    Michaelangelo Iuvara 
    Michael Kersey 
    Joseph Caruso 
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NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

Custom Pull-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry. 

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 6/30/25. 

Independently owned and operated franchise. ©2025 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

50% OFF
INSTALL!*

Be prepared before the next power outage.

S U P P O R T  O U R  P R I E S T S  T H I S  E A S T E R

The support of the Clergy Trust 
means so much in terms of my 
present situation, and as I’m
getting older and needing it more...
and also to have the confidence
that our elderly priests are treated 
with the dignity that they deserve.

So it means a lot to all of us.

-  Fr. Richard Clancy

Pastor, River of Divine
Mercy Parish
Dracut/Lowell/Tyngsboro

“

”

Upcoming2025Weekends:
May16 AltonBay,NH
Aug7 Tewksbury,MA
Nov7 AltonBay,NH

Reconnect , communicate bet ter , and
naviga te conf l ic t wi th conf idence.

REGISTRATION INCLUDES 2 NIGHTS IN HOTEL AND 5 MEALS

3-PHASE PROGRAM: POST WEEKEND SESSIONS ARE VIRTUAL
MONTHLY ENRICHMENT OFFERED IN PERSON AND VIRTUAL

StrengthenYourMarriage

Callusat 508-271-7155

Visiting
Your
Area
Soon!
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978-686-1872
Fax: 978-686-1878

Piro’s Italian Bakery

SSpprriinngg LLaawwnn CCaarree SSeerrvviiccee

Parishioner

978-557-1029

Leaf Cleanup, Fertilizing, Overseeding 
Aeration, Dethatching, Pruning

Hedging, Mulch Install, Weekly Cuts
Small Tree and Stump Removal

SCHEDULE EARLY
Methuen Area

Call Alex

PLEASANT VALLEY GARDENS
Join Our CSA Program

Fresh Vegetables Every Week

978-682-9563
255 Merrimack Street • Methuen

www.pleasantvalleygardens.com

Full-Service 
Florist

291A Merrimack St.

Methuen
MA 01844

(978) 655-5373
www.flowersbyjamielynn.com

Kenneth H. Pollard Funeral Home
Serving all faiths & ethnic backgrounds for 70 years!

233 Lawrence St., Methuen • 978-687-7300
www.pollardfuneralhome.com
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www.ritewaytravelagency.comwww.ritewaytravelagency.com
978-682-3245978-682-3245

FreitasRealtyTeam.com
Office: 978-688-2111
Licensed in MA & NH

Joe Freitas 
978-790-6826
Joe@JFreitasRealty.com

Sandra Freitas
978-376-7309
sandrafreitas613@gmail.com
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AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Memorial Ads
Available 617-779-3771

mailto:Joe@JFreitasRealty.com
mailto:Joe@JFreitasRealty.com
mailto:sandrafreitas613@gmail.com
mailto:sandrafreitas613@gmail.com
www.pleasantvalleygardens.com
www.pleasantvalleygardens.com
www.flowersbyjamielynn.com
www.flowersbyjamielynn.com
www.pollardfuneralhome.com
www.pollardfuneralhome.com
www.ritewaytravelagency.com
www.ritewaytravelagency.com
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12
NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

Custom Pull-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry. 

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 6/30/25. 

Independently owned and operated franchise. ©2025 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

50% OFF
INSTALL!*

Full-service Travel Design for Families,
Groups & Faith-Based Communities

Melissa Queliz

Travel Advisor

617-639-3062
melissa@saltandlighttravelco.com
www.saltandlighttravelco.com
Business Hours Tue-Thurs, 6-8PM EST

“Jesus Wept.” John 11:35 

S U P P O R T  O U R  P R I E S T S  T H I S  E A S T E R

The support of the Clergy Trust 
means so much in terms of my 
present situation, and as I’m
getting older and needing it more...
and also to have the confidence
that our elderly priests are treated 
with the dignity that they deserve.

So it means a lot to all of us.

-  Fr. Richard Clancy

Pastor, River of Divine
Mercy Parish
Dracut/Lowell/Tyngsboro

“

”

SAVINGS INCLUDE A
FREE TOILET & BIDET

Transform your bath
with a walk-in tub

*Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. Offers valid thru 3/31/25

866-585-2572 SCHEDULE A FREE
IN-HOME CONSULTATION

Upcoming2025Weekends:
May16 AltonBay,NH
Aug7 Tewksbury,MA
Nov7 AltonBay,NH

Reconnect , communicate bet ter , and
naviga te conf l ic t wi th conf idence.

REGISTRATION INCLUDES 2 NIGHTS IN HOTEL AND 5 MEALS
3-PHASE PROGRAM: POST WEEKEND SESSIONS ARE VIRTUAL
MONTHLY ENRICHMENT OFFERED IN PERSON AND VIRTUAL

StrengthenYourMarriage

Callusat 508-271-7155

Visiting
Your
Area
Soon!

When patronizing our Sponsors
let them know you saw them in the 
Church Bulletin.

Please Patronize our Sponsors

They make this Bulletin Possible

mailto:melissa@saltandlighttravelco.com
mailto:melissa@saltandlighttravelco.com
www.saltandlighttravelco.com
www.saltandlighttravelco.com
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978-686-1872
Fax: 978-686-1878

Piro’s Italian Bakery

MILLS INSURANCE AGENCY

(978) 686-0826

54 Cummings Park Dr., Suite 320,Woburn, Ma 01801
Phone: 781-305-4010 • Phone: (978) 242-4658

Email: contact@barodhomecare.com
www.barodhomecare.com

Your Hometown Bank
243 Broadway, Methuen, Massachusetts

978-682-5271
www.methuencoop.com

Robert A. Armano
President & CEO 

Parishioner
243 Broadway, Methuen, Massachusetts

978-682-5271 • www.methuencoop.com
All Deposits Insured in Full

Member FDIC & DIF

Equal Opportunity Employer

Equal Housing Lender

PRM Engineering
Structural Consulting
Tel: (978) 738-8001

www.prmengineering.com
 Email: prmeng@prmengineering.com
Residential and Commercial Designs
PE Licensed: MA, NH, ME, CT
Foundations, Framing, Plans, Reports

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8

Kenneth H. Pollard Funeral Home
Serving all faiths & ethnic backgrounds for 70 years!

233 Lawrence St., Methuen • 978-687-7300
www.pollardfuneralhome.com
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SSpprriinngg LLaawwnn CCaarree SSeerrvviiccee

Parishioner

978-557-1029

Leaf Cleanup, Fertilizing, Overseeding 
Aeration, Dethatching, Pruning

Hedging, Mulch Install, Weekly Cuts
Small Tree and Stump Removal

SCHEDULE EARLY
Methuen Area

Call Alex

FreitasRealtyTeam.com
Office: 978-688-2111
Licensed in MA & NH

Joe Freitas 
978-790-6826
Joe@JFreitasRealty.com

Sandra Freitas
978-376-7309
sandrafreitas613@gmail.com

Memorial Ads
Available 617-779-3771

Scan the QR code 

to learn more / 

contact 

Steve Zubricki.

Convert your old home 

videos to digital format.

Acceptable formats: VHS-C, VHS or MiniDV.
Parishioner will handle your memories with care and 

return to you to enjoy and share with your family and 

friends. Local pick up and delivery, no shipping loss risk.

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

mailto:contact@barodhomecare.com
mailto:contact@barodhomecare.com
mailto:prmeng@prmengineering.com
mailto:prmeng@prmengineering.com
mailto:Joe@JFreitasRealty.com
mailto:Joe@JFreitasRealty.com
mailto:sandrafreitas613@gmail.com
mailto:sandrafreitas613@gmail.com
www.barodhomecare.com
www.methuencoop.com
www.methuencoop.com
www.methuencoop.com
www.methuencoop.com
www.prmengineering.com
www.prmengineering.com
www.pollardfuneralhome.com
www.pollardfuneralhome.com

