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 DEACON JOHN KOBRENSKI             APR 06, 2025 

 
THE ROLE OF THE FAMILY IN EVANGELIZATION 

 

     The family is called the Domestic Church for a reason.  It is in the domestic family that the       
individual, beginning in childhood, honors God, and develops strong moral values necessary to 
guide them through life.  Within the domestic family, children are given examples of faith, hope, and 
love. 
 

     Parents often ask what they can do to inspire their children to make the Catholic faith their own.  
Regular prayer from an early age and regular attendance at Sunday Mass together as a family are 
absolutely necessary to form habits that will last through life.   
 

The following quotes are taken from Marriage and Family: Home of the New Evangelization by the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: 
 

Evangelization first takes place in the family.  Parents “by word and example” are the first       
heralds of the faith regarding their children. 
In the family, children first learn about God, love, and the Church. 
Mothers and fathers are indispensable in sharing the faith with their children. 
When parents practice and live their Catholic faith, children receive a sure foundation to assist 
them in difficult life choices. 
The family has an invaluable role in passing on the faith in a joyful and bold manner. 
Children must learn that they are members of the Body of Christ and have a valuable role in the 
Church. 
Evangelization in the family must be age appropriate and can begin with simply teaching children 
the Sign of the Cross, the Our Father, the Hail Mary, and the Glory Be. 
When children see their parents committed to the Lord and his Church, they are much more  
likely to do so themselves 
Every baptized Christian is called to be a disciple of Christ and proclaim the Gospel.  This is true 
of individuals and families. 
Here are some concrete practices that anyone can use in their families to foster the New      
Evangelization: 

    1. Pray daily (individually and as a family). 
    2. Read Scripture. Children love to hear the stories of the Bible. 
    3. Regularly celebrate the Sacraments, especially in Sunday Mass each week as a   
            family. 
    4. Study the faith. Use the Catechism of the Catholic Church if possible. 
    5. Discuss the faith over dinner. 
    6. Participate in service opportunities as a family. 
    7. Trust in the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit gives you the grace you need to share    
   your faith with others, including your children. 
 

     These are all good practices for families with young children, but what about those with young 
adolescent or adult children who have already decided to leave the Church.  Families do not seem 
to be the main factor in the maturing process of young adults.  The internet, TV and movies, even 
the evening news or the newspaper (or many other sources) can introduce false philosophies into 
the minds of young adults (or even older ones) that can draw them away from the basic tenets of  
the Church.  How do we evangelize our children (young or adult) who have left the Church? 
 

     Giving good example in the practice of the faith and continuing to pray for them (and with them, if 
they are willing) are always necessary.  Arguments with them, accusations, and threats are usually  
ineffective.  The most important thing is to trust in the Holy Spirit.  There you will obtain the grace 
you need to call your family back to the faith in ways that you would never think of which you are to-
tally unaware are drawing them to the faith. 
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 THIRD SCRUTINY - ST. LUCY | 10:30AM        APR 06, 2025 

FIRST READING                      Ezekiel 37: 12-14 
 

Thus says the Lord GOD: O my people, I will open your graves and have you rise from them, and bring you back to the 
land of Israel. Then you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and have you rise from them, O my 
people! I will put my spirit in you that you may live, and I will settle you upon your land; thus you shall know that I am 
the LORD. I have promised, and I will do it, says the Lord. 
 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM               Psalm 130: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 (7) 
 

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; LORD, hear my voice! 
Let your ears be attentive to my voice in supplication. 

 

If you, O LORD, mark iniquities, LORD, who can stand? 
But with you is forgiveness, that you may be revered. 

 

I trust in the LORD; my soul trusts in his word. 
More than sentinels wait for the dawn, let Israel wait for the LORD. 

 

For with the LORD is kindness and with him is plenteous redemption; 
and he will redeem Israel from all their iniquities. 

 
 

SECOND READING                     Romans 8: 8-11 
 

Brothers and sisters: Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh; on the contrary, you 
are in the spirit, if only the Spirit of God dwells in you. Whoever does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 
him. But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is alive because of righteousness. If the 
Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the One who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also, through his Spirit dwelling in you. 
 
 

GOSPEL                          John 11: 1-45 
 

Now a man was ill, Lazarus from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who had 
anointed the Lord with perfumed oil and dried his feet with her hair; it was her brother Lazarus who was ill. So 
the sisters sent word to him saying, “Master, the one you love is ill.” When Jesus heard this he said, “This illness 
is not to end in death, but is for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
 

Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard that he was ill,  he remained for two days 
in the place where he was. Then after this he said to his disciples,  “Let us go back to Judea.” The disciples said to 
him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just trying to stone you, and you want to go back there?” Jesus answered, “Are there 
not twelve hours in a day? If one walks during the day, he does not stumble,  because he sees the light of this 
world. But if one walks at night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” He said this, and then told them, 
“Our friend Lazarus is asleep, but I am going to awaken him.” So the disciples said to him, “Master, if he is 
asleep, he will be saved.” But Jesus was talking about his death,  while they thought that he meant ordinary sleep.  
So then Jesus said to them clearly, “Lazarus has died. And I am glad for you that I was not there, that you may 
believe. Let us go to him.” So Thomas, called Didymus, said to his fellow disciples,  “Let us also go to die with 
him.” 
 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, only about two miles away. And many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary  to comfort them 
about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him; but Mary sat at home.  
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that 
whatever you ask of God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise.” Martha said to him,  
“I know he will rise, in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life;   
whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God,  
the one who is coming into the world.” 
 

When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary secretly, saying, “The teacher is here and is asking 
for you.” As soon as she heard this, she rose quickly and went to him. For Jesus had not yet come into the 
village, but was still where Martha had met him. So when the Jews who were with her in the house comforting 
her saw Mary get up quickly and go out, they followed her, presuming that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. When Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who had come with her 
weeping, he became perturbed and deeply troubled, and said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Sir, 
come and see.” And Jesus wept. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him.” But some of them said,   “Could not 
the one who opened the eyes of the blind man have done something so that this man would not have died?” 
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So Jesus, perturbed again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay across it. Jesus said, “Take away the 
stone.” Martha, the dead man’s sister, said to him, “Lord, by now there will be a stench; he has been dead for four 
days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?” So they took away 
the stone. And Jesus raised his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you for hearing me. I know that you always hear 
me; but because of the crowd here I have said this, that they may believe that you sent me.” And when he had said 
this, He cried out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, tied hand and foot with burial 
bands, and his face was wrapped in a cloth. So Jesus said to them, “Untie him and let him go.”

Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary and seen what he had done began to believe in him.

HOSPITALITY/REFRESHMENTS
Please join us for refreshments 

Sunday, April 13th
St. Monica School Hall 

following the 9:00am Mass

Sunday, April 27th
St. Lucy Lower Church Hall 
following the 10:30am Mass

ALL ARE WELCOME!

The Knights of Columbus will be leading the 
monthly Rosary, this Wednesday, April 9th, for 

St. Monica School  parents in the Chapel. All 
parents of students are welcome to a end. 

Just stop in before  picking up children from school. The 
praying of the Rosary will begin at 1:15 PM.  Rosaries and 
prayer cards will be provided. Come by and pray for your 

own personal inten ons!

UPCOMING COLLECTIONS

APRIL 17 - Holy Thursday
St. Vincent de Paul

APRIL 18 - Good Friday
Holy Land Shrines

Good Friday’s collection for the Holy Land is, in the words 
of Paul VI, “not only for the Holy Places but above all for 
those pastoral, charitable, educational, and social works 
which the Church supports in the Holy Land for the 
welfare of their Christian brethren and of the local 
communities.”
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Yes, I CAN...We are in need of Canned Tuna, Mashed 
Potatoes, Cereal, Canned Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Soups, 
Peanut Butter & Jelly. Donations can be dropped off 
anytime at the entrances to St. Lucy Church and the side 
door of Gethsemane Chapel  at St. Monica Church. 

             APRR 06,, 2025 

PARISHH OFFICESS 
254 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA 01844
978.683.1193
www.methuencatholic.org
Hours:      Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri   9am - 1pm  

Closed Wed

METHUENN CATHOLICC 
THE PARISHES OF ST. MONICA AND ST. LUCY

CHAPELL off thee  IMMACULATEE CONCEPTIONN 
ST.. LUCYY CANDLEE SHRINEE 

Open Mon-Sat from 9am-5pm

GETHSEMANEE CHAPELL att ST.. MONICAA CHURCHH 
Open 7 days per week from 6am-7pm

St.. Vincentt de paull societyy 
978.686.9573

PASTORALL STAFFF 
 

Fr. Marcos Peña Administrator
frmarcosmethuen@gmail.com
Fr. Michael Harvey Parochial Vicar
Deacon John Kobrenski Permanent Deacon
Deacon John Pierce Senior Deacon
Kera Mansour Business Manager
methuencatholic@gmail.com
Karl Jackson Director of Parish Life
faithformation.stlm@gmail.com
Joseph Lundin                  Music Director
Christine Ryan Administrative Assistant
parishoffice.stlm@gmail.com

ST.. MONICAA SCHOOLL       SCHOOLL STAFF 
212 Lawrence Street, Methuen, MA 01844 Donna Henderson Principal
(978) 686 -1801 Ann Marie Collins      Administrative Assistant 
www.saintmonicaschoolmethuen.org ssmso ce@methuencatholic.orgg 

  MARRIAGESS  Please call the Parish Offices at least six months prior to the proposed wedding date and before 
booking  a reception hall.

BAPTISMSS  2nd Sunday of the month, 2:00pm at St. Monica's | 3rd Sunday of the month, 2:00pm at St. Lucy's
Please call the Parish Of ces at least 2 months in advance to schedule.

MASSS SCHEDULEE SAT 4 pm (VIGIL)  both parishes       CONFESSIONS
SUN 9 am & 12 pm St. Monica                  SAT 3-3:45pm at both parishes 

                                                 10:30 am St. Lucy       

MON/TUES/THURS/FRI  9 am St. Lucy 
            SATURDAY 9 am St. Monica

Marchh 222 && 233 
St. Monica - $7,888.00         St. Lucy - $4,706.00

Weekly Offertory needed to sustain parish operations: St. Monica - $10,000 | St. Lucy - $6,000
Thank you for your continued generous contribution to the mission of our parishes.

BULLETINN DEADLINEE 
Mondays @ 10 am. Please email 
all bulletin notices to 
parisho ce.stlm@gmail.com. 

mailto:frmarcosmethuen@gmail.com
mailto:methuencatholic@gmail.com
mailto:faithformation.stlm@gmail.com
mailto:parishoffice.stlm@gmail.com
mailto:ce@methuencatholic.org
mailto:ce.stlm@gmail.com
www.methuencatholic.org
www.saintmonicaschoolmethuen.org
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SONGSS && READINGSS             APRR 06,, 2025 

PRAYERR TOO ST.. MICHAELL 
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness and 

snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the 
Heavenly host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl about 

the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
t 
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SST.. MONICAA PARISHH 
Saturday,   April 5
9:00am FRIST SATURDAY MASS

4:00pm Philip, Johanna & William Muhilly

Sunday, April 6
9:00am For the Parishioners of

St. Lucy & St. Monica

12:00pm Mary Hamel
Robert LaPiana
Fred J. & Jenny Bonaccorsi
Joseph F. Bonaccorsi
Roland & Eleanor Marchman

Saturday,   April 12
9:00am Patricia Jennings

4:00pm Vincent Jablonski

Sunday, April 13 - PALM SUNDAY
9:00am Charlie & Rose Hana n

Richard Curtis
Richard Ferguson
William E. Donahue
Marc Lyonnais

12:00pm For the Parishioners of
St. Lucy & St. Monica

MASSS && PRAYERR INTENTIONSS             APRR 06,, 2025 

PRAYERR CORNERR 
Please pray for Kristin M., John S., Michael B., 
Robert L., Victor T., Barbara S., Carolyn, Adrienne 
M., Terry, Chris C., Joy M., William T., Chris B., 
Kathy P., Jeff H., Phyllis T. & Patrice K.

Please pray for Lillian Coco & Manuel Brasil whose 
funerals we recently offered. May the souls of the 
faithful departed rest in peace. Amen.

DAY DATE PRIEST SEMINARIAN

Sun 04/06/25 Fr. Robert Monagle Jake Livingstone 
SJS Boston

Mon 04/07/25 Msgr. John McLaughlin Br. Chris Puglia OMV

Tues 04/08/25 Fr. Richard U ring Patrick Razhamah 
SJS Manchester, NH

Wed 04/09/25 Fr. Edward McCabe Br. Miguel Roque 
OMV

Thurs 04/10/25 Fr. Daniel Zinger
Deacon George 

Bastedo 
SJS Rochester, NY

Fri 04/11/25 Fr. David Michael
Deacon Vincenzo 

Caruso
RMS Boston

Sat 04/12/25 Msgr. William Fay Deacon Brian Daley 
SJS Boston

PRAYY FORR OURR PRIESTSS 

ST.. LUCYY PARISHH 
 

Saturday, April 5
4:00pm Joanne Kaufman

Sunday, April 6
10:30am Vito & Giuseppina Cunsolo

Deceased Members of the
Cunsolo & Galvagno Families
Joe Potvin
John Bellino

Monday, April 7
9:00am Aline Duncan

Valorie Duncan
Mr. & Mrs. Hurley Duncan
Mr. & Mrs. Mecleor Raza

Tuesday, April 8
9:00am Joseph Rapazzo

Wednesday, April 9
9:00am Othon Wiltz

Thursday, April 10
9:00am  Richard G. Ferguson

Friday, April 11
9:00am Ann Marie Mears

Saturday, April 12
4:00pm Michael Kenny, Jr.

Sunday, April 13 - PALM SUNDAY
10:30am John McDermott

Deceased Members of the BVM Sodality
Paula Melnick
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NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

Custom Pull-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry. 

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 12/31/24. Independently owned and operated franchise. 

©2024 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved. 

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

$250 OFF
YOUR ORDER!*

(844) 300-2419
*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply.  This 

only.  See your dealer for details.   ©2024 BCI.

• Tub-to-Shower Conversions
• Replacement Tubs
• Replacement Showers
• Walk-in Tubs

CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/2025

Military & Senior Discounts Available

$1000 OFF*

OR

OR

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

0% Interest for 18 Months**

$1500OFF 
**

• Low-Barrier Showers
• Soaker Tubs
• Accessories and more!

“Jesus Wept.” John 11:35 

Be prepared before the next power outage.

S U P P O R T  O U R  P R I E S T S  T H I S  E A S T E R

The support of the Clergy Trust 
means so much in terms of my 
present situation, and as I’m
getting older and needing it more...
and also to have the confidence
that our elderly priests are treated 
with the dignity that they deserve.

So it means a lot to all of us.

-  Fr. Richard Clancy

Pastor, River of Divine
Mercy Parish
Dracut/Lowell/Tyngsboro

“

”
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978-686-1872
Fax: 978-686-1878

Piro’s Italian Bakery

SSpprriinngg LLaawwnn CCaarree SSeerrvviiccee

Parishioner

978-557-1029

Leaf Cleanup, Fertilizing, Overseeding 
Aeration, Dethatching, Pruning

Hedging, Mulch Install, Weekly Cuts
Small Tree and Stump Removal

SCHEDULE EARLY
Methuen Area

Call Alex

PLEASANT VALLEY GARDENS
Join Our CSA Program

Fresh Vegetables Every Week

978-682-9563
255 Merrimack Street • Methuen

www.pleasantvalleygardens.com

Full-Service 
Florist

291A Merrimack St.

Methuen
MA 01844

(978) 655-5373
www.flowersbyjamielynn.com

Kenneth H. Pollard Funeral Home
Serving all faiths & ethnic backgrounds for 70 years!

233 Lawrence St., Methuen • 978-687-7300
www.pollardfuneralhome.com
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www.ritewaytravelagency.comwww.ritewaytravelagency.com
978-682-3245978-682-3245

FreitasRealtyTeam.com
Office: 978-688-2111
Licensed in MA & NH

Joe Freitas 
978-790-6826
Joe@JFreitasRealty.com

Sandra Freitas
978-376-7309
sandrafreitas613@gmail.com
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Memorial Ads
Available 617-779-3771

mailto:Joe@JFreitasRealty.com
mailto:Joe@JFreitasRealty.com
mailto:sandrafreitas613@gmail.com
mailto:sandrafreitas613@gmail.com
www.pleasantvalleygardens.com
www.pleasantvalleygardens.com
www.flowersbyjamielynn.com
www.flowersbyjamielynn.com
www.pollardfuneralhome.com
www.pollardfuneralhome.com
www.ritewaytravelagency.com
www.ritewaytravelagency.com
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NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

Custom Pull-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry. 

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 12/31/24. Independently owned and operated franchise. 

©2024 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved. 

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

$250 OFF
YOUR ORDER!*

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit 
card or other unsecured debt, see how 

National Debt Relief can help resolve your 
debt for a fraction of what you owe.

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS 
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS

Call today: 

+1 (866) 605-1934

Full-service Travel Design for Families,
Groups & Faith-Based Communities 

Melissa Queliz

Travel Advisor

1-833-602-2444
melissa@saltandlighttravelco.com
www.saltandlighttravelco.com
Business Hours Tue-Thurs, 6-8PM EST

“Jesus Wept.” John 11:35 

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

S U P P O R T  O U R  P R I E S T S  T H I S  E A S T E R

The support of the Clergy Trust 
means so much in terms of my 
present situation, and as I’m
getting older and needing it more...
and also to have the confidence
that our elderly priests are treated 
with the dignity that they deserve.

So it means a lot to all of us.

-  Fr. Richard Clancy

Pastor, River of Divine
Mercy Parish
Dracut/Lowell/Tyngsboro

“

”

SAVINGS INCLUDE A
FREE TOILET & BIDET

Transform your bath
with a walk-in tub

*Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. Offers valid thru 3/31/25

866-585-2572 SCHEDULE A FREE
IN-HOME CONSULTATION

mailto:melissa@saltandlighttravelco.com
mailto:melissa@saltandlighttravelco.com
www.saltandlighttravelco.com
www.saltandlighttravelco.com
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978-686-1872
Fax: 978-686-1878

Piro’s Italian Bakery

MILLS INSURANCE AGENCY

(978) 686-0826

54 Cummings Park Dr., Suite 320,Woburn, Ma 01801
Phone: 781-305-4010 • Phone: (978) 242-4658

Email: contact@barodhomecare.com
www.barodhomecare.com

Your Hometown Bank
243 Broadway, Methuen, Massachusetts

978-682-5271
www.methuencoop.com

Robert A. Armano
President & CEO 

Parishioner
243 Broadway, Methuen, Massachusetts

978-682-5271 • www.methuencoop.com
All Deposits Insured in Full

Member FDIC & DIF

Equal Opportunity Employer

Equal Housing Lender

PRM Engineering
Structural Consulting
Tel: (978) 738-8001

www.prmengineering.com
 Email: prmeng@prmengineering.com
Residential and Commercial Designs
PE Licensed: MA, NH, ME, CT
Foundations, Framing, Plans, Reports

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8

Kenneth H. Pollard Funeral Home
Serving all faiths & ethnic backgrounds for 70 years!

233 Lawrence St., Methuen • 978-687-7300
www.pollardfuneralhome.com
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SSpprriinngg LLaawwnn CCaarree SSeerrvviiccee

Parishioner

978-557-1029

Leaf Cleanup, Fertilizing, Overseeding 
Aeration, Dethatching, Pruning

Hedging, Mulch Install, Weekly Cuts
Small Tree and Stump Removal

SCHEDULE EARLY
Methuen Area

Call Alex

FreitasRealtyTeam.com
Office: 978-688-2111
Licensed in MA & NH

Joe Freitas 
978-790-6826
Joe@JFreitasRealty.com

Sandra Freitas
978-376-7309
sandrafreitas613@gmail.com

Memorial Ads
Available 617-779-3771

Scan the QR code 

to learn more / 

contact 

Steve Zubricki.

Convert your old home 

videos to digital format.

Acceptable formats: VHS-C, VHS or MiniDV.
Parishioner will handle your memories with care and 

return to you to enjoy and share with your family and 

friends. Local pick up and delivery, no shipping loss risk.

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

mailto:contact@barodhomecare.com
mailto:contact@barodhomecare.com
mailto:prmeng@prmengineering.com
mailto:prmeng@prmengineering.com
mailto:Joe@JFreitasRealty.com
mailto:Joe@JFreitasRealty.com
mailto:sandrafreitas613@gmail.com
mailto:sandrafreitas613@gmail.com
www.barodhomecare.com
www.methuencoop.com
www.methuencoop.com
www.methuencoop.com
www.methuencoop.com
www.prmengineering.com
www.prmengineering.com
www.pollardfuneralhome.com
www.pollardfuneralhome.com

